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Now consider how long we have before we consume enough of Earth” s
natural resources so that human life Is no longer sustainable. If The Story of
Stuff is accurate, we know that 30% of Earth” s natural resources have been
consumed in the past 30 years. Let’ s use a conservative estimate of 10% for
our global consumption of natural resources in all the previous history up to
1975. Just a guess, but it would appear to be a conservative estimate. This
means that we have consumed 40% of Earth” s total natural resources up to
this moment in human history. No matter how you graph this data, you will
generate a consumption curve that is exponential. With a little extrapola-
tion, you would also realize that the human population ks likely to consume
another 30% - 40% of Earth’ s remaining resources within the next 10 years.
This means that sometime before the year 2020, mankind will have con-
sumed 80% of Earth’ s natural resources.

Many would probably like to assume that we have until 2020 to fix this prob-
lem, but this also assumes that we don’ trun out of some essential resources
before then. What happens if 100% of drinkable water, forests, or coal runs

- out before then?

A - ltdoesn’ ttake a genlus to understand that the only way to achieve
_ sustainability in any environment is to consume only what can be replen-

ished or replaced at an equal rate. Not only is our current rate of consump-
tion unsustainable and iresponsible, but our rate of consumption over the
next few years will be catastrophic and unconscionable. Does anyone really
believe that with a continuously expanding world population, that our con-

- sumption rates will stabilize or actually start reversing?

The only way to reverse this spiraling abyss would not only be to halt con-
sumption at their current levels, but we would actually need to reduce our
consumption levels to those of nearly 50 years ago. And how do you
accomplish that when the world population is continuing to expand out of
contirol with more and more people are uneducated, starving, and suffer-

ing?

The Earth experience involves leaming everything from conscious evolution
to sustainability. Learning to replace what we have destroyed and depleted
is part of this experience, but more importantly is leaming how to balance
our existence with nature.

Here is a quote from the movie “Matrix” that expresses man-kinds’
impact on nature and our natural resources. “I’ d lke to share arevelation
that I’ ve had during my time here. it came to me when | tried to classify
your species. | realized that you’ re not actually mammails. Every
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From The Story of Stuff which was released in late 2007, you may begin to
realize just how unsustainable our current human population is on planet
Earth. In the past 30 years, we have consumed 30% of Earth’ s natural
resources. The worst part is that only a few of these resources, such as the
forests, can even be replenished by mankind. To give some indication of
the severity of this crisis, we now have only 20% of old growth forest
remaining and 75% of fisheries are producing at or above capacity. The
U.S., being the most abusive global consumer with only 5% of the world
population, accounts for 30% of the annual worldwide consumption.

And to make matters worse, were you aware that 99% of raw materials
are discarded within 6 months by various means of being burned. buried,
or tossed into the oceans? For more facts and information on The Story of
Stuff, please view their fact sheet or the website.

A few of Earth’ s natural resources such as trees and fish can be replen-
ished, but the redlity is that most of the other natural resources can never
be replenished by mankind. Earth has a finite amount of oil, coal, and
virtually every other resource that is used to sustain life or manufacture
our consumable goods.

Recycling is the option that everyone likes to throw out as the way to
save our planet and achieve sustainability, but this is only because
people don’ t have all the facts. The fact is that for every one can of
waste that’ s created by consumers, 70 cans are created by corpora-
tions. This means that consumers account for discarding only 1.4% of all
natural resources that end up as waste. Unfortunately, the majority of

waste that” s created by corporations and consumers is toxic or unable
to be recycled.

Just for conversation, let’ s consider the possibility to recycle 100% of
consumer waste or in other words, the entire 1.4% of the total waste. But
what they also don’ ttell you is that, only about 15% of that waste is
actually capable of being recycled. This means that in the best and most
optimal circumstances, only .2% of consumer waste can be reused, the
rest still ends up as waste. Is this shedding some light on the problem? The
population has been brainwashed into believing that consumers are
responsible for the problem and that all we need to do is home recycling
to fix the problem. The bottom line is that unless we achieve a high
enough recycling rate for corporate waste, recycling will not enable us
to achieve anything except conscious awareness.
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| Aresource to patient R3 |
- Over Consumption: To summarize, the human population has been allowed
bl and encouraged to over consume, use and abuse our natural resources to a ,
' point where society at large is at an epic crossroads. In other words, as a global | |||
: I population, we have not only become unsustainable, but are knockingonthe
-, door to our own extinction.

b 1y The cause of this phenomenon can be traced back to various decisions by
v, world governments and controlling influences from the Powers That Be (PTB)
b 1 shortly after World War Il. Whether it started with a paper by VictorLebow.a =~ 1/ .
W J 20th century economist, entitied "Price Competition in 1955” (Journal of Retaill- |||
- Ing, Spring 1955) or he independently reflected the conclusion of the PTB, e
" doesn’ treally matter.

111 1001 Lebow's paper discussed the cost of maintaining the American lifestyle in 1955, 111
o, . and the effect this cost had on retail profits. Lebow wrote: A
{ V1 “Our enormously productive economy demands that we make consumption 7
-+ our way of life, that we convert the buying and use of goods into rituals, that we
1l (LI L seek our spiritual satisfactions, our ego satisfactions, in consumption. The meas-
111 ure of soclal status, of social acceptance, of prestige, is now to be found in our ||
- consumptive patterns. The very meaning and significance of our lives today :
1 expressed in consumptive terms. The greater the pressures upon the individual
| to conform to safe and accepted social standards, the more does he tend to
q 11111 express his aspirations and his individuality in terms of what he wears, drives,
[ T [ eats- his home, his car, his pattern of food serving, his hobbles". .
|1 11.71]) He further wrote: "These commaodities and services must be offered to the con- /11
. I sumer with a special urgency. We require not only  “forced draft” consump-
‘U tion, but “expensive” consumption as well. We need things consumed,
| burned up, worn out, replaced, and discarded at an ever increasing pace. We
[ T  need to have people eat, drink, dress, ride, live, with ever more complicated
| “land, therefore, constantly more expensive consumption. The home power tools '
| and the whole “do-t-yourself” movement are excellent examples of “ex- |
R4%6 pensive” consumption.”

70 v
1.1 Even the Chairman for the Council of Economic Advisors, under President Eisen- '
| | hower, stated the “U.S. economy” s ultimate purpose is to produce consumer |||
; goods” . At some point along the path to economic and socialrecovery after -,
T WWILL the concept of conspicuous consumption was born and integrated into -
1/ the US. and eventually, the world economies. However, it appears that no one
1 was raking the concem or red flag over sustainability of this iInnovative revolu-
- fion which has lead us blindly to where we are today.
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1/~ Over-Consumption - The Problem With Over-Consumption
| By James Lahey

——— —

Over-consumption Is defined as the unsustainable use of the planet's
resources. Over-consumption is nourished by population growth and by the
mentality of “keeping up with the Joneses”. This mentality requires buying a
constant stream of bigger, newer and better products which cause strains on
our natural resources.

wrnad TN i e o e f

.. Today, water supplies are dwindling because of rapid population growth,
1L especially in the developing world. This is because of the way people con-
U1 sume water in developed countries. It s essential for people to reduce the
| I amount of water they use every day to ensure that enough of this resource
‘- remains. This is not only to support for people living on the planetbut forallits
/1. ecosystems too. Let's not forget that these ecosystems are at the heartofthe | 1)
v world's agricultural production. Pl

'\ L Another problem with over-consumption Is urban development. it can
VL1 reduce wildlife and their ability to migrate to seasonal feeding grounds. Also, ||
... pesticide spraying on crops can run off in our water ways that can killor harm -
-5 fish. Even if wildlife Is not directly involved in food production, such as insects
| orlarge mammaks like a elephant, they all play a major role in the health and
- regeneration of the environment.

/11| Byremoving just one species can have a negative effect on the entire eco-

7491 ) ' system. For instance, when wolves are removed from an ecosystem or when

.- deer hunting Is banned, the populations of deer increase well beyond the
.|| numbers that the local vegetation can support. This leads to starving deer of
-/ deer that has to move to new areas in search of food.

ISFK [ James has been living green for 18 years. Please visit his website on turkey
147 deep fryer that reviews deep fryer products such as a masterbuilt electric
Ao hlkeyfryerthotevetydeepﬁled
|

LY Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/2770476
- 11| http://ezinearticles.com/?0ver-Consumption—The-Problem-
! With-Over-Consumption&id=2770476
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| Another exploined her credit card

. purchases. "l am paying a lot with credit

' cards, and I'm hoping the banks go out of
' business and | won't have to pay them
{bock”

) That was not from “The Onion” and those

| are genuine comments from real people,

[ despite sounding like a outrageous parody
- of lazy, debt-ridden Americans. Some

§ people are hopeless.

s And we overeat, too. Several interesting

- studies have shown how we underestimate

" the calories of diet foods, trans-fat free foods,
[ and meals from restaurants that are

. marketed as health-concious places with

,] more diet-friendly fare. The result of this

. miscalcuation is that we eat more of

. supposedly healthier options and in the end
. consume even more calories.

| Referred Link:
~ http://sambrummitt.blogspot.hk/2008/12/over
- -consumption.html
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| You ever wonder how the United States
could have a negative personal savings ,
rate? The reason may be that whatever little
| we do save throughout the year we blow on :
holldoy shopping in November and Decem-

\ ber

: ln an article about shopping during last ,
: week s Black Friday, one shopper remarked
) “thot “in the past she would ‘spend |
g Bihousonds of dollars ory Black Friday’ -even ©
| :Withdrowing money from her retrement ac-
count.” |

. ‘Another shopper on Black Friday justified her :
. shopping spree on the recession. "The fact

. that the economy is down has actually led

' ‘me to spend a little more this holiday season,
. because there are so many good sales out
there today," said Owolagi, a nurse, who |
spent more than $1,000 at three retailers by
| 8:30 am |
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